
 
ATTENTION STUDENTS WISHING TO CONTINUE IN SPANISH 

THE FOLLOWING COURSES MAY BE OF INTEREST TO YOU 
FOR 2016/17 

 
Students who have not yet take any language courses can start with Span 100A in the Fall (various sections).  If 
you have some previous language you may qualify to start at Span 100B.  A further option is to take Span 149 
(intensive combination of 100A and 100B). 
 
SPAN/ITAL 150 (1½) – Spring – FAMOUS AND INFAMOUS HISPANIC AND ITALIAN FIGURES (in English) 
What men and women left an enduring mark in Hispanic and Italian culture?  How are they represented in 
literature and the arts?  This course focuses on a limited selection of key political, artistic and/or literary figures 
such as Moctezuma, Christopher Columbus, Leonardo da Vinci, Lucrezia Borgia, Frida Kahlo, Evita Perón, La 
Pasionaria, Fidel Castro, or Umberto Eco.  (NOTE: Credit will be granted for only one of 150, 209, SPAN 150) 
Instructor:  Dr. B. de Alba-Koch; Time: TWF 12:30-1:30 
 
SPAN 185 (1½) Spring – HISPANIC CULTURE THROUGH FILM (in English) 
An introductory study of Spanish and Latin American film and its relationship to social and historical contexts.  
Pedro Almodóvar, Icíar Bollaín, Guillermo del Toro, Alfonso Cuarón, Alejandro González Iñárritu, Tomás Gutiérrez 
Alea, Andrés Wood, Patricio Guzmán, Miguel Littín, Pablo Larraín, Pablo Trapero, Lucrecia Martel, Juan José 
Campanella, Fabián Bielinsky and Daniel Burman are just some of the directors we will explore. 
Instructor: Prof. C. Forster; Time: R 2:30-5:30  
 
SPAN 205 (1½) – Fall –TOPICS IN HISPANIC CULTURE [TOPIC:  History of Violence: Mexican Drug Wars, 1970-
present] (in English) 
An analysis of the socio-political, economic, and cultural influences that have underlined the origins and evolution 
of drug trafficking in Mexico.  This course will include an overview of class, race, and gender divides that have 
created and continue to sustain a culture of violence, oppression, and discrimination in modern Mexico. 
 (NOTE: May be taken more than once for credit in different topics with permission of the department.)   
Instructor:  Prof. A. Ulysses; Time: T  2:30-5:30 
 
SPAN 208A (1½) Fall – SPANISH CULTURE (in English)        
This course is an overview of the culture of Spain.  In the course we will examine Spain’s past from Roman times to 
present; we will learn about Spanish food, art, literature, dance and music; and, we will see why Spain today is one 
of Europe’s most vibrant countries.  (NOTE:  Credit will be granted for only one of 208A, 306.) 
Instructor:  Prof. R. Stewart; Time:  TWF 12:30-1:30 
 
SPAN 249 (3.0) Spring – REVIEW OF GRAMMAR AND CONVERSATION (Intensive) [SATISFIES DEGREE 
REQUIREMENT] 
In this intensive version of SPAN 250A/B, you will expand your knowledge of the grammatical concepts and 
structures presented in first-year Spanish.  Spanish will be the main language of instruction, fostering the use of 
the target language in the classroom.  Equivalent to Spanish 250A and 250B.  (Prerequisites: 100B or 149 or Spanish 
12, or permission of the department) (NOTE: Credit will be granted for only one of 249, 250, 250A, 250B) 
Instructor:  Prof. C. Forster; Time:  TWF 10:30-12:30 
 
SPAN 250A (1½) Fall - REVIEW OF GRAMMAR AND CONVERSATION I  [SATISFIES DEGREE REQUIREMENT] 
Expand your knowledge of the grammatical concepts and structures presented in first-year Spanish.  This course is 
designed to gradually increase your writing, reading, speaking and listening skills while exploring the cultures of 
the Hispanic World.  Classes will be conducted in Spanish, with English used only when necessary. 
 (Prerequisite: 100B or 149 or Spanish 12; or permission of the Department).  (NOTE: Students who intend to do 
Major or Honours work in Hispanic Studies should take this course in the second year; may also be taken as an 
elective).  (Credit will be granted for only one of 250A, 249, 250) 
Instructors:  Dr. S. Colás Cardona, 3 sections        
 
 



SPAN 250B (1½) Spring - REVIEW OF GRAMMAR AND CONVERSATION II  [SATISFIES DEGREE REQUIREMENT] 
Expand and consolidate the skills you acquired in SPAN 250A.  We will continue using Spanish as the language of 
instruction, fostering the use of the target language in the classroom.  (Prerequisite: 250A.  NOTE: Students who 
intend to do Major or Honours work in Hispanic Studies should take this course in the second year; may also be 
taken as an elective.)  (Credit will be granted for only one of 250B, 249, 250)  
Instructors: Dr. S. Colás Cardona / Prof. A. Ulysses, 3 sections   
 
SPAN 255 (1½) Fall – COMMUNICATING IN SPANISH 
The focus of this optional companion course to 250A is conversational Spanish.  We will use a variety of readings 
as the basis for discussions.  The readings will deal with various topics, including food, music, literature and film 
from the Hispanic world.  Through readings students will expand their vocabulary and develop reading skills.   
(NOTE:  Must be taken in conjunction with 250A.)  (Prerequisites:  100A and 100B, or Spanish 12, or permission of 
the department.) 
Instructor:  Prof. R. Stewart; Time:  TWF 1:30-2:30                 
 
SPAN 275 (1½) Spring – INTRODUCTORY WRITTEN SPANISH [SATISFIES DEGREE REQUIREMENT] 
This course will allow you to use the knowledge acquired in previous Spanish language courses and apply it in a 
practical way to further develop your writing skills in Spanish. We will explore different texts that will serve as 
examples for the written assignments, such as narrations, descriptions and journalistic articles. We will also learn 
to incorporate different linguistic elements such as humor or irony in the writing practices.  The course is designed 
to help you acquire progressively the writing skills necessary to write essays in Spanish as you gear towards third 
and fourth-year courses, where essays written in Spanish are part of the requirements. 
 (Note: Credit will be granted for only one of 275, 260, 280 (if 280 taken for 6 units).) (Prerequisites: 249 or 250B.) 
 Instructor:  Dr. S. Colás Cardona; Time:  TWF 1:30-2:30 
 
SPAN 305 (1½) Spring – ADVANCED TOPICS IN HISPANIC CULTURE (in English) [Topic:  Mexican Culture Through 
Food]   
In this course we will learn about Mexican culture through its food. To help us in this culinary cruise, we will read a 
variety of materials: historical pieces, cookbook entries and literary texts. We will also examine a few well-known 
festivals and the foods that are traditionally associated with them. Moreover, some films in which food plays an 
important character will be viewed. (Prerequisite: Minimum second-year standing)  (NOTE: May be taken more 
than once for credit in different topics with permission of the department.)   
Instructor:  Prof. R. Stewart; Time: TWF, 1:30-2:30 

 
SPAN 350A (1½) Fall – ADVANCED COMPOSITION, TRANSLATION AND STYLISTICS I [SATISFIES DEGREE 
REQUIREMENT] 
In this course, which further explores the cultures of the Hispanic World, you will perfect your knowledge of 
Spanish grammar and syntax through translation, composition and readings. 
(Note: Credit will be granted for only one of 350A, 350.) (Prerequisites: 249, or 250A and 250B, with a minimum 
average GPA of 4.0, or advanced placement by the department.) 
Instructors:  Prof. C. Forster; Time:  TWF 9:30-10:30        
 
SPAN 350B (1½) Spring – ADVANCED COMPOSITION, TRANSLATION AND STYLISTICS II  [SATISFIES DEGREE 
REQUIREMENT] 
In this continuation of SPAN 350A, you will perfect your knowledge of Spanish grammar and syntax through 
translation, composition and readings. 
(Note: Credit will be granted for only one of 350B, 350.) (Prerequisites: 350A or permission of the department.) 
Instructors:  Prof. C. Forster; Time:  TWF 9:30-10:30   
 
SPAN 370 (1½) Spring – SURVEY OF SPANISH LITERATURE FROM ORIGINS TO 1700 [SATISFIES DEGREE 
REQUIREMENT] 
Villains and heroes, saints and thieves, explorers and stay-at-homes, ‘conquistadors’ and indigenous peoples, …all  
these and more are found in the history and literature of Spain and new Spain.   (Prerequisites:  249, or 250A and 
 250B, with a minimum GPA of 4.0, and a minimum grade of C+ in each)  (Pre- or corequisites:  270 or 275, 350A or  
permission of the department.) 
Instructor:  Dr. G. Andrachuk; Time:  MR 10:00-11:30                 
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SPAN 380 (1½) Fall – THE INVENTION OF SPANISH AMERICA, 1492 TO 1900 [SATISFIES DEGREE REQUIREMENT] 
Through major works of fiction and non-fiction we explore the conquest and colonization of the New World, 
 quotidian life in Baroque cities, love and the search for the sublime.  (Prerequisites:  249, or 250A and 250B, with a 
 minimum GPA of 4.0, and a minimum grade of C+ in each)  (Pre- or corequisites:  270 or 275, 350A or permission 
 of the department.) 
Instructor:  Dr. B. de Alba-Koch; Time:  TWF 1:30-2:30  
  
SPAN 385 (1½) Spring – RISE OF MODERN LATIN AMERICAN LITERATURE, 1900-PRESENT [SATISFIES DEGREE 
REQUIREMENT] 
An introduction to the works of major Spanish American authors including short fiction, essays and poetry from  
1900 to the present.  ((Prerequisites:  249, or 250A and 250B, with a minimum GPA of 4.0, and a minimum grade of  
C+ in each)  (Pre- or corequisites:  270 or 275, 350A or permission of the department.) 
Instructor:  Dr. D. Russek; Time:  TWF 12:30-1:30 
 
SPAN 408A (1½) Spring – TOPICS IN SPANISH CULTURE [TOPIC:  Beyond Flamenco: Understanding Contemporary 
Spain]  
During the sixties, the Spanish Government constructed an image of the country to promote tourism, its most 
popular logo being Spain is different; this touristic image of Spain still lingers. Our goal in this course will be to 
question and change this perception by exploring Spain’s cultural and linguistic diversity. 
(Prerequisites:  249, or 250A and 250B, with a minimum GPA of 4.0, and a minimum grade of C+ in each) (Pre-or 
corequisites:  270 or 275, 350A or permission of the department.) (Notes:  May be taken more than once for credit 
in different topics with permission of the department; open to native and near-native speakers. 
Instructor:  Dr. S. Colás Cardona; Time:  TWF 10:30-11:30 
 
SPAN 484D (HSTR 376B) (1½) – Fall – THE STRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE IN LATIN AMERICA, 1767-1867 (in 
English) 
Topics include creole patriotism, the Enlightenment and Latin America, the growth of antislavery sentiment and 
the emergence of Dessalines, Bolívar, Hidalgo, and Morelos as leaders of independence movements. Explores the 
destabilizing battles between conservatives and liberals in the newly created nations focussing on Argentina, 
Colombia, México and Perú.                     
(NOTE:  Credit will be granted for only one of 484D, HIST 471, HSTR 376B) 
Instructor:  Prof. M. Koch; Time: TWF  11:30-12:30 
 
SPAN 484E (HSTR 376C) (1½) – Spring – REVOLUTIONS AND DICTATORS IN 20TH CENTURY LATIN AMERICA (in 
English) 
The Mexican, Nicaraguan and Cuban revolutions, music and nationalism, the populism of Getúlio Vargas and Eva 
Perón, changing attitudes towards Indigenous culture and the struggle against racism in Brazil. Marxism from 
Mariátegui to "Che" Guevara, a half-century of the Castro brothers and the long history of guerrilla warfare in 
Colombia. How a region that produced Frida Kahlo and Tarsila do Amaral was slow to accept an enhanced role for 
women in the public sphere.                   
(NOTE:  Credit will be granted for only one of 484D, HIST 471, HSTR 376B) 
Instructor:  Prof. M. Koch; Time: TWF 12:30-1:30 
 
SPAN 485B (1½) Fall – LATIN AMERICAN FILM (in Spanish) [Topic:  Mexican Film] 
The course explores the most important themes, protagonists and contributions of Mexican cinema in the 20th and  
21st Centuries.  (Pre- or corequisites:  350A or permission of the department.)  (NOTE:  May be taken more than once  
for credit in different topics to a maximum of 3 units.)  
Instructor:  Dr. D. Russek; Time:  R 2:30-5:30, and M 2:30-3:30 
 
SPAN 486 (1½) Fall – SPECIAL TOPICS IN HISPANIC AMERICAN LITERATURE [TOPIC:  Jorge Luis Borges]  
The course offers a chronological survey of Argentine writer Jorge Luis Borges’ most representative works in verse 
and prose.  It will involve an introduction to the life and works of the most famous Latin American writer of the 
20th Century.  (Pre-or corequisites:  350A or permission of the department.) (Notes:  May be taken more than once 
for credit in different topics to a maximum of 3 units; open to native and near-native speakers.) 
Instructor:  Dr. D. Russek; Time:  MR 11:30-1:00 
 
 
 



SPAN 490A (1½) Spring – HISTORY OF THE SPANISH LANGUAGE  
A study of the development of the Spanish language from its origins in Vulgar Latin to its stabilization in Cervantes’ 
Time. (Prerequisite:  250B, or permission of the department) (NOTE: Credit will be granted for only one of 490A, 
 425.)  
Instructor:  Dr. G. Andrachuk; Time:  MR 11:30-1:00 
 
SPAN 490B (1½) Spring – SPANISH-ENGLISH/ENGLISH-SPANISH TRANSLATION 
Learn how to translate and, along the way, improve your Spanish.  There will be translations from a variety of 
fields, including movie script translation and subtitling. (Prerequisite:  350B, or permission of the department) 
(NOTE: Credit will be granted for only one of 490B, 426.)  
Instructor:  Dr. P. Restrepo-Gautier; Time:  MR 1:00-2:30 
 
SPAN 490C (1½) Fall – ADVANCED WRITTEN SPANISH 
This course has two different components. On the one hand, we will use recent Spanish and Latin American films 
to foster conversation in Spanish at an advanced level. On the other hand, we will focus on the further 
development of your writing skills through current social, economic and political issues in Spain.  
(Prerequisite:  350B, or permission of the department) (NOTE: open to native and near-native speakers)  
Instructor:  Dr. S. Colás Cardona; Time:  W 2:30-5:30, and F 2:30-3:30 
 
LAS 400 [Formerly 300] (1½) Spring - SPECIAL TOPICS IN LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES (in English) [Topic:  Gender in 
Latin America]  
The goal of this course is twofold:  to offer students a multidisciplinary perspective on the topic of gender in Latin 
America, and to allow students the opportunity to pursue a specific research interest relating to this topic.  Here 
are some of the questions the course or your research paper may answer:  How have women mobilized 
themselves in Latin America?  Is there a Latin American feminist perspective?  How are masculinities played out in 
Latin America?  What are the spaces for the LGBT community in Latin America?  (Prerequisite: Minimum second-
year standing) (NOTE:  Credit will be granted for only one of 400, 300 (if taken in the same topic). May be taken 
more than once for credit in different topics.) 
Instructor: Dr. B. de Alba-Koch; Time: T 2:30-5:30  
 
 
        
 


